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West Point Society 
of Los Angeles 

 
January 2009 

The Prez Sez 
Comments from the President of the WPSLA 
 
Jay McCann 
USMA 1961 
 
2008 is now past and 2009 with all its “Change” is upon us. More about ‘09 for your Society in a moment, but first a 
quick review of the ‘08 activities and accomplishments we didn’t get to tell you about until now. 
 
As you know, we have four missions, and I am pleased that we continued our progress in each during 2008: 
 
1. Support our Alma Mater:  Tim Bergin, our Vice President, attended the West Point Association of Graduates annual 

Leadership Conference in August and Chris Barra, our Secretary, serves on the WPAOG Council of Advisors. Also, 
as we have every year since it was established, your Society was again named a Distinguished Society by the 
WPAOG.  

 
2. Encourage young people to consider West Point as their school of choice. The Society was successful in assisting 

25 new cadets to enter the Academy this past July, and we have active programs in over 300 high schools to 
encourage their students to consider West Point.  

 
3. Provide opportunities for our alumni, parents, and friends to interact: In addition to Founder’s Day, we had a 

successful Beach Bash in September and attended a concert at the Hollywood Bowl in August. At the Bowl we had 
the added treat of meeting the famed conductor and composer, John Williams, and he has promised us the opportunity 
again in '09. I'd like to say we also had a fun Army-Navy game gathering, and though it was good to be with a number 
of our members and parents, it was hardly fun to watch us get clobbered for the sixth time in a row. As the Dodgers 
used to say 50 years ago: “Wait till next year!” 

 
4. Reach out to our local community: The Society continued to expand our high school Leadership Award program, 

which now serves six schools. 
 
In 2009 we intend to expand each of these efforts. For the moment your Board’s collective energy is focused on making 
Founder’s Day a memorable event for all our members, parents, and friends. Founders Day will be on March 15th, and 
this year we are upgrading our venue to the downtown Jonathan Club. Those of you who have been there know it is a 
classy, historic LA building, and its atmosphere befits this most important of the Long Grey Line’s social events of the 
year. Also befitting the day, we will have the Glee Club with us. And continuing a new tradition, we will have a recently 
returned combat vet and a Medal of Honor recipient to speak to us. You will not want to miss this! 
  
This note has gone on long enough. In my next letter, I will update you on our plans in our other mission areas for this 
year. By the way, I encourage everyone to stay in touch with what is going on by visiting our web site: 
www.westpointsocietyla.org.  
 
GO ARMY! 
 
Jay McCann,'61 
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Hollywood Bowl 2008 
 
In what has become a favorite tradition in the last few years, West Point alumni and families got together to 
enjoy an evening of fellowship and great music under the stars at the Hollywood Bowl. We had over 25 people 
join us for a pre-concert picnic followed by a wonderful concert by the LA Philharmonic, led by Academy 
Award-winner and famed 
composer John Williams. As 
a special treat, we were able 
to get Mr. Williams to visit 
with us prior to the concert!  

Mr. Williams treated the 
entire audience to a 
memorable evening, with a 
focus on MGM movie 
musicals including Royal 
Wedding, Singin’ in the Rain, 
and Anchors Aweigh. We are 
planning another event next 
Fall, and expect to have Mr. 
Williams as our guest 
again—it will be a night at 
the Bowl you won’t want to 
miss! 

 

 
Los Angeles Area Cadet Featured in 
The New Yorker  
 
This past September, The New Yorker published a series of 
photographs of some members of the US military entitled 
“Service.” One of our recent graduates, 2LT Kesha Brown, was 
included in the magazine, which can be found at 
www.newyorker.com/online/2008/09/29/slideshow_080929_pl
aton. Kesha is now stationed at Ft. Bliss, TX and is anticipating 
deployment soon. She is representing the Long Gray Line with 
duty and honor in service to her country. 
 

 

 
John Williams (circled) joins the WPSLA prior to the concert 
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Society Membership 
 
Jay McCann ‘61 
WPSLA President 
 
A major push for 2009 is to bring more of our grads into the Society fold. Currently, our membership includes 
only about 30% of alumni in the greater Los Angeles area. Frankly, that’s a terrible showing for alumni of the 
great institution we call our “Rock Bound Highland Home.” 
 
This newsletter is going to all grads in the area. So, if you’re reading this and haven’t paid dues in the past year, 
you are getting this even though you are not a member. 
 
But, we want you as a member! This is where you can interact with fellow grads; keep in touch with what is 
going on at West Point; help maintain the strength of the Long Gray Line; and join in introducing our 
community to the heritage, values and importance that are West Point. 
 
Won’t you join us? Give it a try! At the end of this letter is a sign up form. And as a Special Offer, if you come 
to Founder’s Day on March 15th (see the enclosed flyer), we’ll take $5 of your ticket price and apply it to your 
member ship fee. That’s a benefit the rest of us who are already members do not get!  
 
So, come join us. Be a member of your local Society! 
 
Jay McCann 
 
 

 
Glee Club Coming to Los Angeles! 
 
By now we trust you know that the 
Glee Club will be with us on 
Founder’s Day. But what you may 
not know is that this visit is part of a 
larger West Coast trip. 
 
The Club arrives here Saturday, 
March 14th, and will be staying at the 
homes of volunteers (we are still 
looking for volunteers—see below). 
After performing at our Founder’s Day, they will have a performance Sunday evening at the American Martyrs 
Catholic church in Manhattan Beach. The concert begins at 7pm and will be followed by a dessert reception. A 
donation of $10 for adults over 18 is requested for this almost two hour performance. A recent CD of the Glee 
Club will also be available for purchase. Capacity at the church is 1,000, so come along and hear one of the 
premier Glee Clubs in the country. 
 
After that performance, the Club will perform at three high schools in the Valley and then, after a trip to 
Disneyland Resort (generously sponsored by Disneyland), the Club will travel to San Diego to make a series of 
performances there. 
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Beach Bash 2008 
 
Yet another WPSLA tradition is our Beach Bash, where alumni and families can gather to enjoy good food and 
drinks while trading war stories about how “The Corp has” while the kids enjoy the water, throw around the 
football, or get their faces painted (notice the Joker at the lower left of the picture below). We want to thank Jay 
McCann for allowing us to use his cabana at the Bel Air Bay Club! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

David Padilla Recognized as a “Friend of West Point” 
 
The West Point Society of Los Angeles is pleased to announce that Mr. David Padilla has been formally 
recognized as a “Friend of West Point” in honor of his enduring support for West Point, the US Army, other 
military services, and his feelings of respect and affection for West Point. Mr. Padilla is the creator and director 
of the Iron Sharpens Iron Leadership Academy, which has helped over 46 students gain admission into West 
Point and the Air Force, Naval, Coast Guard and Merchant Marine academies. 
 
David created the leadership academy in 1996 at Adolfo Camarillo High School after two boys told him of their 
dream to become Air Force pilots. Padilla, who helped coach the football team, developed a program that would 
prepare the students for the academy’s stringent fitness requirement as well as showcase their leadership skills. 
Along with conditioning their bodies, Padilla wanted to build moral principles, so the program stresses honor, 
integrity, respect for others and faith in a higher power.  
 
As word spread among students, more students wanted to participate and the program grew beyond Camarillo 
High. So far, 13 of those he has helped have graduated or will graduate this year from military academies. In 
2009, Padilla will attend graduation ceremonies at all five of the academies.  
 

 



 

WPSLA Newsletter January 2009 Page 5 

2008 West Point AOG Leaders Conference  
 
Tim Bergin ‘82 
Vice President 
 
As the representative for the West Point Society of Los Angeles, I wanted to 
share some observations from the annual Association of Graduates Leaders 
Conference, which was held at West Point from August 21-23. 
 
The purpose of the conference is for leaders from local West Point Societies and 
Classes to receive updates and information on topics of importance and for them 
to provide feedback and ideas to the WPAOG. Recruiting performance, facilities 
upgrades, funding levels and athletic developments are just some of the many 
briefing topics that prominent Academy leadership, faculty, and staff provided 
over the 3-day conference. 
 
The agenda also included the annual presentation of the Distinguished Society Awards. Our Los Angeles chapter 
continues as a frontrunner. We have received the Award every year since it was established—13 years in a row and 
counting. There was also an opportunity to share best practices for membership, social, community outreach, and 
governance from selected Societies across the country.  
 
One of the topics on which WPSLA has been providing thought leadership is the criterion for the Distinguished 
Society Award. Although we have been unbelievably consistent in meeting AOG’s objectives for the Award in the 
past, we are anxious to “raise the bar” in the future, as a means to raise our game and drive more local impact.  
 
We believe that a capable and diverse society like ours can be doing more to raise awareness of the Academy for 
admissions, strengthen our bond with the Parents of current and recently commissioned Cadets and support career 
development and networking in a difficult economy. We refer to this as the “whole society” concept.  
 
Although achieving change is always challenging, we are getting some traction and will keep you updated. If you 
have a point of view on what you think West Point societies should prioritize, please feel free to contact me or any of 
your WPSLA Board Members. We would welcome your input and participation. 
 
Importantly, it was also a great chance for me to reconnect with the core values and shared experiences that make 
West Point and its graduates unique, in a world that’s increasingly challenged.  
 
On a personal note, I believe that in times of great duress, people, and institutions of service focus and align around 
what is core to achieving their mission. That was so evident to me during my visit. Whether it was ethics, academics, 
physical or military skills training, the Academy is grooming our junior leaders to fight and win America’s wars as 
effectively as any time in its storied history.  
 
One example that was particularly impressive was the Center for Oral History, a new directorate attached to the 
Department of History and underwritten by a successful, non-academy donor. The Center captures first-hand oral 
accounts of extraordinary leadership in combat situations. The example interviews we heard were not only 
instructive at the tactical level, but were incredibly inspirational on an emotional level.   
 
West Point continues in its proud tradition and the members and leaders of WPSLA are furthering that mission 
through our collective support and participation, right here at home.  
 
Tim Bergin, Vice President, WPSLA 
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West Point Society of Los Angeles 
Board of Governors 
January 2009 
 
Your West Point Society of Los Angeles Board of Governors holds a monthly business meeting, either in the 
San Fernando Valley or in The West L.A./South Bay area. These meetings are held on the third Monday of each 
month at 1830 hours in a local restaurant. All graduates are cordially invited to attend. If you would like to 
bring a subject to the attention of the Board, or would just like to view your Board of Governors in action, 
please contact any Board member for the time and place of the next meeting, and come join us for dinner and 
the meeting. 
 
Position Name CL Phone Email Term Ends  
President Jay McCann ‘61 (310) 454-6876 joseph.mccann2@verizon.net 2009 
President Emeritus Tom Phillips ‘55 (805) 382-0086 tjphillii@aol.com  
Vice President Tim Bergin ‘82 (310) 372-2720 timbergin@verizon.net 2010 
Secretary Chris Barra ‘89 (310) 407-5857 chris.barra@ubs.com 2011 
Treasurer Charlie Tennant ‘59 (805) 495-1549 cetennant@roadrunner.com 2009 
Admissions Support Pat O’Doul 

Chris Barra 
 
’89 

(818) 903-0926 
(310) 407-5857 

ltcarty@aol.com 
chris.barra@ubs.com 

 
2011 

Career Support Fleming Jones ‘90 (805) 413-2494 jones@mbsearch.net 2010 
Dist Society/Historian Matt DeHaven ‘81 (310) 679-2181 mdehaven@gavinbecker.com 2010 
Friends of West Point Jay McCann ‘61 (310) 454-6876 joseph.mccann2@verizon.net 2009 
Info. Tech. Michael Gordon ‘00 (310) 256-2101 x01440@yahoo.com 2012 
Membership Rob Taylor ‘89 (818) 917-0863 robtaylor@west-point.org 2009 
Publications Fleming Jones ‘90 (805) 413-2494 jones@mbsearch.net 2010 
Publicity Ken Hawes ‘79 (310) 235-7621 kenneth.hawes@us.army.mil 2012 
Social/Special Events Meg Gordon ‘84 (310) 809-9920 Mmgordon84@aol.com 2011 
Unassigned Trey Hastings ‘89 (310) 454-1286 trey.hastings@elan.com 2011 
Summer Leaders 
Seminar 

VACANT     

Active Duty Liaison VACANT     
 
 
 

Advertising in the Newsletter—The WPSLA Newsletter reaches as many as 400 households 
up to six times a year. Advertising revenues are used to support the WPSLA mission of furthering the principles 
and welfare of the United States Military Academy and its graduates. Anyone interested in advertising in the 
newsletter may contact Fleming Jones: jones@mbsearch.net.  
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WPSLA Directory Update / Membership Application 
 
Section I.  Directory Update             
 
To update your personal information for the Directory of WPSLA Area Graduates, please fill out the information below and 
mail this form to the WPSLA, P.O. Box 4892, Thousand Oaks, CA 91359. 
 
Last Name  ______________________________  First Name ________________________________  MI _______ 
 
Rank ______________  Branch of Service  _______________  USMA Class ______________ 
 
Spouse’s Name ___________________________________________________   Cullum Number ______________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
              _____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Home Phone _______________________________  Email ____________________________________________ 
 
Company Name ________________________________________  Position/Title ___________________________ 
 
Business Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Business City, State, Zip ________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Business Phone ____________________  Fax _____________________  Email ___________________________ 
 
Section II.  Society Membership            
 
If you would like to join the WPSLA or renew your membership, please check the membership option below and send this 
completed form (Sections I and II) and your check made out to the WPSLA to P.O. Box 4892, Thousand Oaks, CA 91359. 
 
Membership Plan (Check One)         
•   1 Year - $25  •   5 Years - $100  •   Recent Grad (last 10 years) 1 Year - $10 
•   2 Years - $45  •   Lifetime - $200 
 
Check Number ___________ 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Rob Taylor at (818) 917-0863 or robtaylor@west-point.org. 
 
Section III.  Career Support             
 
If you are interested in helping fellow Academy graduates with career support in your professional fields please fill out the 
information below and mail to WPSLA, P.O. Box 4892, Thousand Oaks, CA 91359. 
 
Title: ________________________________ Career Field: _____________________________  
 
Company: _____________________________________________________________________   
 
If you have questions, please contact Fleming Jones at 805-795-9555 or jones@mbsearch.net. 
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